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SUBJECT: MINOR CABINET CHANGES FOLLOW PM KIRK'S HOSPITALIZATION 
REF WELLINGTON 2709 

1. AFTER PM KIRK S HOSPITALIZATION YESTERDAY (REFTEL) FOLLOWING 
CABINET CHANGES WERE MADE: 

ARTHUR FAULKNER, MINISTER OF DEFENSE, PICKED UP WORKS AND 
DEVELOPMENT PORTFOLIO FROM DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER WATT. 

FRASER COLMAN, MINISTER OF IMMIGRATION, HAS BEEN GIVEN TOURISM 
AND PUBLICITY PORTFOLIO ALSO PREVIOUSLY HELD BY WATT. 

WATT HAS BEEN NAMED ACTING MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. 

2. REARRANGING OF PORTFOLIOS WAS TO BE EXPECTED AS WATT WILL 
HAVE HIS HANDS FULL FILLING IN FOR KIRK. DROPPING OF 

WORKS RATHER THAN LABOR PORTFOLIO IS SOMETHING OF A SURPRISE 
HOWEVER. WATT HAS A KEEN INTEREST IN WORKS AND DEVELOPMENT 
AND HAS GENERALLY HAD MORE SUCCESS WITH IT THAN WITH HIS LABOR JOB. 

ALSO SURPRISING IS WATT'S TAKING OVER AS ACTING MINISTER OF 
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JOSPEPH WALDING, ASSOCIATE MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. WATT 
TOLD PRESS CONFERENCE HE EXPECTED WALDING TO HANDLE MOST 
DAY-TO-DAY FOREIGN AFFAIRS MATTERS BUT THAT HE MIGHT HAVE 
TO STEP IN ON OCCASION TO ACT AS THE MINISTER. 

3. GENERAL EXPECTATION IS THAT FAULKNER WILL DO A GOOD IOB 
AS MINISTEROF WORKS. HE IS AN INTELLIGENT, HARD-WORKING 
INDIVIDUAL AND SHOULD BE ABLE TO USE THIS IMPORTANT MINISTRY 
AS A STEPPING STONE TO GREATER RESPONSIBILITY WITHIN THE 
GOVERNMENT AND THE LABOUR PARTY. 

SELDEN 
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